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I read “Tracking mutated genes
that wreak havoc” (last Friday)
with a mix of pride and concern.

Pride, because of the good work
that our researchers are doing to
improve people’s lives, but concern
too, due to the high costs of
diagnostics and treatment reported.

The child described in the report
required weekly blood
transfusions, costing $2,000 a
week. Genomic sequencing, which
eventually identified the cause of
the child’s illness, costs “$1,500 to
$2,500 per person”, but was free for
families involved in the project
described in the report, only
because of research grant support.

There are two issues
fundamental to the continued

success of our healthcare system in
providing excellent and affordable
care for all Singaporeans.

First, for Singaporeans afflicted
with rare diseases or whose care
involves therapies that do not fall
into the categories adequately
funded through our subsidies and
the Medisave, MediShield,
Medifund (3M) framework –
understandably designed for
common conditions – what are their
options to access funding support,
and how timely are the processes?

Second, while innovative
treatments should be thoroughly
evaluated before entry into
mainstream financing schemes,
what is Singapore’s process for
doing so in a timely manner?

Genomic sequencing was clearly
medically necessary for the child
described in the report, but what
happens when the research grant
ends?

When and how will genomic
sequencing or any cutting-edge
medical service exit funding through
research grants and enter into a
services financing framework?

Singapore’s journey to becoming
a biomedical powerhouse is now
well under way. Let us ensure that
Singaporeans benefit from these
advances, not just from the pride
we feel when Singapore succeeds
on the global stage, but also from
rapid and affordable access to these
innovations.
Jeremy Lim Fung Yen (Dr)

During his tenure as a Judge of
Appeal, Justice V. K. Rajah was
renowned for tempering justice with
compassion, and his judgment was
always refreshing and well
respected among the legal fraternity.

Some of Justice Rajah’s past
judgments are considered
ground-breaking, and have, over
time, enhanced Singapore’s
criminal justice system.

Now, as Attorney-General, he has
entered the history books as the first
attorney-general to have appealed
on behalf of an accused person for a
reduced sentence (“Prosecution
succeeds in getting cyclist’s jail term
cut”; last Saturday).

Mr Rajah’s statement, after the

successful appeal, in which he said it
is vital to ensure that offenders are
punished appropriately – “neither
in a manifestly inadequate nor in a
manifestly excessive manner” – is a
hallmark of a good prosecutor.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Prem
Raj Prabakaran’s assertion that
“justice works both ways, to the
victim as well as to the accused
person” is further testimony of how
the state is moving forward, insofar
as prosecution is concerned, under
Mr Rajah’s stewardship.

I have no doubt that Mr Rajah will
take the Attorney-General’s
Chambers (AGC) to greater heights
during his tenure.

One area that can be further

enhanced would be to look into a
form of compensation for innocent
victims of wrongful prosecution.  

Granted, this may cause the AGC
to take slightly more conservative
positions, as it runs the risk of
incurring costs for wrongful
prosecution. However, this actually
forces prosecutors to carry out
thorough analysis of the merits of a
case before taking it to court.

I doubt there will be many cases
of wrongful prosecution in
Singapore. However, it would be
good to have such a system in place
so that our judicial system can be
well balanced towards both the
accused and the state.
Rajasegaran Ramasamy

Having positive values enables us
to form meaningful and trusting
relationships with others and
empowers us to lead a life free of
guilt. These are important
ingredients for a successful,
responsible and productive
individual.

Given their importance, it makes
sense to nurture such values in our
children as early as possible.

There are a few values that are
seldom mentioned, and I try to
inculcate these in my children.

These are: honesty, empathy and
being resilient in the face of failure.

While trying to teach honesty to
my four-year-old, I realised that
rewarding instead of punishing a
child for telling the truth about a
wrongdoing is the better approach.

Rewarding does not mean giving
a sweet or a toy; it can be a lesser
punishment, or no punishment in
some cases, and the child must also

be counselled for his actions.
I often turn to role-playing or

storytelling to teach empathy. This
entails presenting a scenario to
children, then getting them to
decipher the feelings of the
characters, while providing the
necessary guidance. For instance, if
a baby is crying on the MRT, I will
tell my children that the baby could
be feeling unwell or sleepy. I will
then ask them what they would
likely want if they were the crying
baby and what we can do, as
passengers, in such a situation.

There are many instances in our
daily lives that we can use as life
lessons for our children.

While most parents tend to help
their children when they encounter
difficulties, I try not to do so.

For instance, if my younger child
has difficulty building a tower with
Lego bricks, I will, first, simply sit
by her side and provide her with

encouragement, instead of building
the tower with her right away.

I have realised that a lot of the
time, my children will often be
more motivated and exude greater
satisfaction when they accomplish
their goals by themselves.
Whatever values we are trying to
instil, they have to come from
within us. Here are some tips:
• Set a good example, as our

children learn from seeing, hearing
and observing our actions through
our daily activities.

• There is no single way to teach
values. We must adapt and adopt
whatever suits our children during
their growing-up years.

• Each child is different, with
varied learning abilities.

It might take years or decades for
valuesto be formed. The key is, as
parents, we must persevere and be
consistent with the child at all times.
Tan Chin Hock
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