AT THE RESTAURANT

f you have a penchant for fish-head curry, then watch out for this food
promotion at the-Restaurant. It will be on between Monday 30th March and
Thursday 2nd April. Have yourself a feast.

Do call us at 3307388 to make a reservation to avoid disappointment.

CANCELLATION OF

RESTAURANT

BOOKINGS

M embers who place reservations
at the Restaurant but are
unable to turn up, are kindly

requested to the call the Restaurant at

3307388 to effect a cancellation of
their booking.

WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS AT

‘THE ACADEMY

he Academy is open to mem-

bers on Wednesday evenings.

After a hard day's work, drop in
at the Academy's Restaurant for a
drink. The closing time of the Aca
emy's Bar has been extended to
p.m. Light snacks will also be avail
(see below). The dress code is informal
and gentlemen are not required to put
on ties. Games are also available for
your pleasure, (Chess, Backgammon,
Darts, Scrabble and Fictionary).

DRESS CODE

n Wednesday evenings and

Saturdays only, members may

patronise the Restaurant
without adhering to the formal dress
code, The dress code will be "smart
casual'. Members in T-shirts jeans or
slippers will not be allowed onto the
premises.
At all other times, members are to
conform to the formal dress code as
stipulated in Rule 4 of the House (f""| :
Social Bye Laws. _:3—‘

ANNOUNCEMENTS

embers are reminded to carry
M their cards while they are on

the Academy's premises. This
card is to be produced each time a
member calls for his bill at the Restau-
rant.

Do keep to Academy informed of
any change in your particulars. It is
important that you notify us of any
changes so that we can update our
records accordingly.

Lastly, it is advisable that all pay-
ments to the Academy be made by
cheques instead of cash. The cheques
should be made payable to the 'Singa-
pare Academy of Law'. Cheques
which contain words prohibiting
transfer or indicating an intention that
they are not be transferabie shall incur
a levy of $5.00 per cheque.
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LEGAL
YEAR
PPENING

ore lawyers ware able to
M attend the opening of the
1992 legal year.
The reason for this — a change in
the venuse. Traditionally, the
opening was at the Court of
Appeal. Limited space meant that
only about one hundred people
could be accommodated, albeit in

rather cramped conditions . But

this year saw the ceremony being
conducted at the Victoria Concert
Hall. This resulted in some 700
lawyers being able to witness the
occasion. From the looks of it, the
Victoria Goncert Hall will hitherto
be used for these annual occa-
sions. (See next column for the
Chief Justice's response at the
Opening)

Edited by Kevin Tan

- and | look forward 1o receiving the connnumq .

THE HONOURABLE
CHIEF JUSTICE'S

'RESPONSE

s the event which marks tha formal

Opening of a new Legal Year, this is an

imporiant occasicn for all of us. It enables
us not only to reflect on the year which has
passed, but also to Jook forward to the year
ahead. It is also an occasion when we can re-
assurs each other of our mutual interest in
working together in the dispensation of justice and
in the pursuit of the Rule of Law,For my part, [ .
must thank you both, Mr Attorney-General and Mr.
Chelva Rajah, for your halp and support in 1991-"

support of the Attormey-General's Chambers'and
the Law Society in 1992,

When | spoke at the Opening of the Legal Year
in 1881, | indicated that in future we would have to
move away from the Supreme Court Building to
mark the Opening of the Legal Year.in larger
premises. There are now 2,022 practising lawyers
in Singapore, with more every year, and their
numbers cannot be accommodated in even the ,
largest of our traditional court rooms, | hope that .
the added comiort of the Victoria Concert HaJI will
make this a suitable venue for these armua! v
occasions in the future. i

For all of us, the last 12 manths have been &
period of heightened activity as we brought inta
effect the various changes which | had outlined in

. have made some considerable progress during

January 1991. | referred then to the overhanging * |
backiog of cases in the Supreme Court awailing -
dates of hearing, and to the steps which would ba
taken to resolve this problem. This was, and stil
" s, the main problem facing us. As Singapore
becomes an international business and financial
centre, the slowness of tha court system should
not be a drag on the country's future
development. At that ime, with new courts beqng i
put into use in the City Hall Building, | indicated
that we would be appointing Judicial
Commissioners to’ facilitate the disposal of couﬂ
businiess; we would also be appainting Justice's :
Law Clerks to help the Judges and Judicial .
Commissioners with the necessary legal research: :
and back-up assaslance they would need to tackle:
lhis backlog Successfully at an accelerated pace.
1 am pleased to be able to say today that we

the year in reducing the backlog of cases awaiting
dates of hearing. [n many areas, we have in fact ..
axceeded the targels set then. Hearing dates have-
not only been provided for all cases set downin. <.
the years 1985, 1986 and 1687 as planned, but "'
we hava glso sorted out those cases set down in ||
1988, and many of those sel down in 1989.
Whereas the overall total of civil cases awaiting
hearing in the High Court on 1 January 1991 wa
2,059, the number at the end of the year stood at;
1,340. Suits begun by writ and awaiting hearing
dates came down from 1,912 to 1,296 and the
waiting period was cut from 5 years to 24 months;
of the 96 admiralty suits awaiting dales of hearing
in January, 95 have been disposed of, and the. .
walting periad for the 16 filed during the year

cont'd on page 2
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lavels, batween thabd\cval and legg.i
ismg members Dﬂhe Ba'

-j1,shmm[amead9monthsnsleadoithed i ;  of typists, 8 dsiti Rules which has been carried our during

0 : as wil 12 months. The Working Party under Jus
Thean which was charged with the respo
and * for thisreview has already produced four
which have been accépted with appropriate’
modiﬁcanons by the Rules Committee, All
dmngs racommended by thesa four reports
.havsoome into farce by 1 Febma.ry 1992, a

[+ ly i 3 [ past year, founslanoa. the ciiminal side of the ~ course of proceedings in the Supreme Court;
abong the path which we have already set © =~ * hearirig, or 466 judge days 8 16Ma " Subordinate Courts receivad 28,000 arrest cases  most Important amendments, from the point of:
ourselves.to eliminate the remaining backlog. It . cases then awaiting heamg dates were tp bs” a8, 000 trafﬁ\: summonses and 167,000 view of practitioners, deal not only with techni

e maybaihatscme cnhaaarﬂercaseswereslale"' assessed at u'lesame.-ate,wewou!dmedmors departmenal- summonses. Thie civil side received aspectsofpmcedurabmalsavam\matmm
.. orlent themselves to an easy dspnsal and 1ha: 1haﬂ 1,400 judge d Thls 13 a requirement of a. 22 000, civil oases and the Small Claims Tribunal regarded as fundamental aspects of our k

W > system. The form of the familiar writ will be
difiérent. The procedure for summary gudge

court decisions. We have been fortunate tol

itis clear that the MLJ in its present form.wil

massn;a numbsr of dspanmsnha] SUMMONSes, ‘!he to the Court of Appeal. It is the intention to
mmd.sgnon of night courts last year edto continue “h further refinements to the Rules;
eat help in the disposal of the that'we, :benefit from working with the m
efficient ser of Rules appropriate to our own: 4 us Faculty wil nts are entirely reasonable

Iy §
nmwever whelharthls Iawpurm] succeeds,
may.wel d&per‘nd on whether or not dngcemes

Unfortunataly, once the process of litigation
begun, the posszbiﬂy Q!aariy satﬁament bef

: evelopmem in moreways than DﬂB Since
future judg: wdlonlybaasgoodasowpr nt:

sga n mcpkaepars At has
in which large stalutory bodies iike U
Telecommunications Authority of Sin, e and
the Public'Utilities Board file cla‘ms_agamst people
wha fail- o pay their bills. In the last three years™
thesa statutory bodies have besn joined by the 22
* Town Councils who have pmsenlad claims for
unpal d maintenance and conservancy.charges

erited ugam‘réuaw We marefdré emba
the, Legal Service Commission with the help
N in

ding these groups to introduce various measures wi
lmaﬂocutury' appeals to be hBard in tha Courtof”.  will help us deal more speadily and effectively with.-
Appeal before two judges; Mead of the present - the work they have thrust upon us. In 1hp case of
thres judgds. A quarter to ona-third of the present . the Towm Councils, there may be merit in the
civil appeala can reas_cr\abhf be classified into this :  relevant legislation being amended 1o aliow somé
category With rewexcepﬂons.thayarabased on.” oflhamembersmlmTuwn Gouncils, thmay

: .dumg tha Year, Ahe olitstanding backiog uf Civil
+ appeals.nas, been reducad from 275 at the:”

judges and maglslrﬂles but the matter clearly:
" deserves an overall review. In the last couple

years, the percentage of appeals to the High
. Court against sentences, \M’IW had ramalned

. 3 f',ln‘the past year, it has been possible for us l'o ; stmpllfylng the rules ufprncedwe and to apeed«ng
*.7 records can batypecl and gnunsel indicate: lhat * form a-better appreciation of the work of the *< » " legal process through the courts, was one of the
L II‘E’,‘ are. ready to be heard. Like maﬂy mhﬂr . Bubordinate Courts, and of the extent of what - main objectives for the extensive review of the

do a first review of our sentencing practice and

beginnings of an interaction, both at social and- ",




