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The opening of the Legal Year 2001 by the’ Honomable the Chleflustlce Yong Pung How was held at the
City Hall Chamber on Saturday, 6 January\zfnm. It was well attended by all judges and Judicial
Supreme Court, legal service officers and members of the legal profession.
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The Honourable Attofney-Genefal Mr Chan Sek Keong began the proceedings with his customary
speech, fellowed by Mr R Palaknshnan, President of the Law Souety of Singapore. Both of them
renewed their pledges of support, as well as the support of the Legal Service and the Bar respectweiy,
to the Judiciary. In the Chief Justice’s Response, his Honour gave an overview of the latest technological
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1 'ext of all 3 speeches in the following pages.

introduced by the Singapore Judiciary. His Honour also announced the 2 new Senior Counsel
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For some time now our. large law firms have acquired new manag‘emenz expemse and re- nrg-an!sed ;
their practices. They have moved into.new areas of legal work and are able to provide competi

We have also in place certain policies to train competent lawyers to support the legal system..
These policies are well known. The first policy, which has been in force for some time, requires the:
Natlunal University of Smgapore to applv rigorous academic standards both in adml ing studen

IDGES OF APPEAL, JUDGES
UPREME COURT.

| think it is fair to say that the success of the first policy has been demonstrated by the results.
This policy has consistently produced high quality and forward- Iooking Iawvers for the legal -

Over. the: last 10 years, you, Chief Justice, have transformed the Judiciary’
into an’ institution. befitting a first world economy. It Is a remarkable
achieved with the co-operation and support of your judici
agues, the.Singapore Legal Service, the legal profession and the
d made possible by generous financial and technical assast
m:the Government.

* Singapore has thrived as a regional manufacturing and services hub:
global companies doing business in Asia. In the new global environmen
the state of our laws and legal infrastructure is more than a domestic
concern. Legal systems are under constant scrutiny by global investors an
have to measure up to their standards of acceptability. For such invest
the presence of a stable legal order in which there is law and order and a

efficient legal system is paramount. They need to be assured that tl

rights and interests will receive adequate protection by predictable rule:

_i_li{v of effective insolvency laws was a'_éga,t'd
elenent of an.acceptable legal system. We were able to withstand. 5
scrutiny: on account of the timely changes made to the legal system
infrastructure. This crisis highlighted the need for our legal instl;futioné'
to anticipate and respond to future developments. In this connection,
we in the Attorney-General’s Chambers have identified an extensive list *.:
subjects in all areas of law for further study and reform, We will work’
th the legal policy unit of the Ministry of Law to ensure that we h
ound legal framework.

The large presence of global law firms in Smgapu
as a legal services hub In the region. Singapore law firms shnuld work with'-
them to entrench. this position.-We have leaders at the Bar.with the vision’
" and drive to venture outside the limitations of a small domestic constituency.




